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A. Administrative 

1. Title:   PROPOSING TO SUPPLEMENT WITH THE SPECLAL SCRIP AND CHARACTER FOR 
Uyghur Orkhun    
2. Requester's name:    China   
3. Requester type (Member body/Liaison/Individual contribution):    National body   
4. Submission date:    2006/8/14   
5. Requester's reference (if applicable):    No   
6. Choose one of the following: 

This is a complete proposal:    Yes   
or,  More information will be provided later:    No   

 

B. Technical - General 

1. Choose one of the following: 
a. This proposal is for a new script (set of characters):    Yes    

Proposed name of script:    Uyghur Orkhun    
b. The proposal is for addition of character(s) to existing block:    No    

Name of existing block:                                      
2. Number of characters in proposal:    54   
3. Proposed category (select one from below - see section 2.2 of P&P document): 

A-Contemporary    X   
B.1-Specialized (small collection) _____ B.2-Specialized (large collection) _____ 
C-Major extinct _____  D-Attested extinct _____ E-Minor extinct _____ 
F-Archaic Hieroglyphic or Ideographic _____ 
G-Obscure or questionable usage symbols _____ 

4. Proposed Level of Implementation (1, 2 or 3) (see Annex K in P&P document):    3   
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Is a rationale provided for the choice?    No   
If Yes, reference:                                                    

5. Is a repertoire including character names provided?    Yes    
a. If YES, are the names in accordance with the “character naming guidelines” in Annex L of P&P 

document?    Yes    
b. Are the character shapes attached in a legible form suitable for review?    Yes   

6. Who will provide the appropriate computerized font (ordered preference: True Type, or PostScript 
format) for publishing the standard?    jpg files were provided by the Xinjiang University,China   
If available now, identify source(s) for the font (include address, e-mail, ftp-site, etc.) and indicate the 
tools used: wushour@xju.edu.cn

7. References: 
a. Are references (to other character sets, dictionaries, descriptive texts etc.) provided? 

   Yes   
b. Are published examples of use (such as samples from newspapers, magazines, or other sources) of 

proposed characters attached?    Yes   
8. Special encoding issues: 

Does the proposal address other aspects of character data processing (if applicable) such as input, 
presentation, sorting, searching, indexing, transliteration etc. (if yes please enclose information)? 
No   

9. Additional Information: 
Submitters are invited to provide any additional information about Properties of the proposed 
Character(s) or Script that will assist in correct understanding of and correct linguistic processing of 
the proposed character(s) or script.  Examples of such properties are: Casing information, Numeric 
information, Currency information, Display behaviour information such as line breaks, widths etc., 
Combining behaviour, Spacing behaviour, Directional behaviour, Default Collation behaviour, 
relevance in Mark Up contexts, Compatibility equivalence and other Unicode normalization related 
information.  See the Unicode standard at http://www.unicode.org for such information on other 
scripts.  Also see http://www.unicode.org/Public/UNIDATA/UCD.html and associated Unicode 
Technical Reports for information needed for consideration by the Unicode Technical Committee for 
inclusion in the Unicode Standard. 

 

C. Technical – Justification 

1. Has this proposal for addition of character(s) been submitted before?    No    
If YES explain                                                    

2. Has contact been made to members of the user community (for example: National Body, user groups 
of the script or characters, other experts, etc.)?    Yes   

If YES, with whom?     (1)Xinjiang University;(2)Xinjiang Museum;(3)Xinjiang Language 
Committee   
If YES, available relevant documents:    The contract between Xinjiang University and Xinjisng 
Museum   

3. Information on the user community for the proposed characters (for example: size, demographics, 
information technology use, or publishing use) is included?    This is a very important character for 
study history, economic, culture and language of Turkic kingdom and Uygur kingdom.    

Reference:    for example,  

mailto:wushour@xju.edu.cn
http://www.unicode.org/
http://www.unicode.org/Public/UNIDATA/UCD.html
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Table-1: «Памятники Древнитюркской Письменности», С.Е.Малов, 1951-года, Москва, 
Ленинград. 
Table-2 Orkhun-Yeniséy Alphabet 
Table-3 Old Türk (Orkhun) Alphabet 
Table-4: “Iski Türk Yazitlari”, Yusayin Namiq Orqun, Türkiye, Istanbul   
4. The context of use for the proposed characters (type of use; common or rare):    Play Mahjong with 

computer (i.e., computer game) or with another people through Internet (i.e., online game).   

Reference:    for example, Orkhon alphabet ★Kök Türk Alphabet, ★ Hungarian Runes, NORTH 

AMERICAN RUNE STONES   
5. Are the proposed characters in current use by the user community?    Yes    

If YES, where?  Reference:    for example, Xinjiang of china , North Europe   
6. After giving due considerations to the principles in the P&P document must the proposed characters 

be entirely in the BMP?    No    
If YES, is a rationale provided?                                             

If YES, reference:                                                    
7. Should the proposed characters be kept together in a contiguous range (rather than being scattered)? 

Yes   
8. Can any of the proposed characters be considered a presentation form of an existing character or 

character sequence?    No    
If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?                                

If YES, reference:                                                    
9. Can any of the proposed characters be encoded using a composed character sequence of either 

existing characters or other proposed characters?    No    
If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?                                

If YES, reference:                                                    
10. Can any of the proposed character(s) be considered to be similar (in appearance or function) to an 

existing character?    No    
If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?                                

If YES, reference:                                                    
11. Does the proposal include use of combining characters and/or use of composite sequences? 

   No    
If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?                                

If YES, reference:                                                    
Is a list of composite sequences and their corresponding glyph images (graphic symbols) provided? 
No    

If YES, reference:                                                    
12. Does the proposal contain characters with any special properties such as control function or similar 

semantics?    No    
If YES, describe in detail (include attachment if necessary):                       

13. Does the proposal contain any Ideographic compatibility character(s)?    No    
If YES, is the equivalent corresponding unified ideographic character(s) identified?     

If YES, reference:                                                    

  

D. Proposal 

http://www.mjonline.com.tw/
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Introduction 

Uyghur Orkhun script had been used in Turkic kingdom (A.D. 552-744) and Uygur 
kingdom (A.D. 744-840) when they live Mongolia grassland. 

Uyghur Orkhun script looks like German's Runic script, so some called it Turkic-Runic 
script. And the Runestone of recod it had been found in Mongolia's Orhun river and Siberia's 
Yenisey river. So called Orhun-Yenisey script .In addition to it some called Kok Turk script, 
the script of prior to Moslem or Siberia script. 

In addition to be used in Turkic kingdom and Uygur kingdom, the script also is used in 
Khalkhas that live in Yenisey river. 
     The Runestone is a very important material for study history, economic, culture and 
language of Turkic kingdom and Uygur kingdom. 

The research of the Uyghur Orkhun script 
Uyghur Orkhun script is a script which is complex of phoneme and syllable. (Perstak of 

German put forward a view that it is a complete syllable letters). It is to say that this script is 
not depend on phoneme (one sign represent one consonant or one vowel) and not depend on 
syllable letters (one sign represent one syllable).It has 38-40 (it has a different count that had 
been fond Runestore) letters. There are four vowels in it and all the others are consonant. 
Mostly the vowel can't to write. The letter writes from right to left. The sign (:) used to set off 
word and word. sometimes a phrase (mostly attributive,attributive phrase) represent one 
word . 
Uyghur Orkhun alphabet in foreign: 
 



 
Table-1: «Памятники Древнитюркской Письменности», С.Е.Малов, 
1951-года, Москва, Ленинград. 
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Orkhun-Yeniséy Alphabet 

 

Table-2 
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Old Türk (Orkhun) Alphabet 

 
Table-3
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Table-4: “Iski Türk Yazitlari”, Yusayin Namiq Orqun, Türkiye, Istanbul 
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ISO-10646 Bring into the National Code List’s old Runic script and code position 
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ISO-10646 bring into Code List’s Number, pronunciation of Runic alphabet and show 
same word in Uyghur Orkhun and Runic script: 

alphbet Code 
Number Name of Alphabet 

Uyghur Orkhun 
letters which it has 

Unicode 

ᚠ 16A0 RUNIC LETTER FEHU FEOH FE F  
ᚡ 16A1 RUNIC LETTER V  
ᚢ 16A2 RUNIC LETTER URUZ UR U  
ᚣ 16A3 RUNIC LETTER YR  
ᚤ 16A4 RUNIC LETTER Y  
ᚥ 16A5 RUNIC LETTER W  
ᚦ 16A6 RUNIC LETTER THURISAZ THURS THORN   
ᚧ 16A7 RUNIC LETTER ETH  
ᚨ 16A8 RUNIC LETTER ANSUZ A  
ᚩ 16A9 RUNIC LETTER OS O  
ᚪ 16AA RUNIC LETTER AC A  
ᚫ 16AB RUNIC LETTER AESC  
ᚬ 16AC RUNIC LETTER LONG-BRANCH-OSS O  
ᚭ 16AD RUNIC LETTER SHORT-TWIG-OSS O  
ᚮ 16AE RUNIC LETTER O  
ᚯ 16AF RUNIC LETTER OE  
ᚰ 16B0 RUNIC LETTER ON  
ᚱ 16B1 RUNIC LETTER RAIDO RAD REID R  
ᚲ 16B2 RUNIC LETTER RAUNA  
ᚳ 16B3 RUNIC LETTER CEN  
ᚴ 16B4 RUNIC LETTER KAUN K  
ᚵ 16B5 RUNIC LETTER G  
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ᚶ 16B6 RUNIC LETTER ENG ᚶ (ö, ü) 
ᚷ 16B7 RUNIC LETTER GEBO GYFU G ᚷ (d) 
ᚸ 16B8 RUNIC LETTER GAR  
ᚹ 16B9 RUNIC LETTER WUNJO WYNN W  
ᚺ 16BA RUNIC LETTER HAGLAZ H  
ᚻ 16BB RUNIC LETTER HAEGL H  
ᚼ 16BC RUNIC LETTER LONG-BRANCH-HAGALL H  
ᚽ 16BD RUNIC LETTER SHORT-TWIG-HAGALL H  
ᚾ 16BE RUNIC LETTER NAUDIZ NYD NAUD N  
ᚿ 16BF RUNIC LETTER SHORT-TWIG-NAUD N ᚿ (i/ï, e) 
ᛀ 16C0 RUNIC LETTER DOTTED-N  
ᛁ 16C1 RUNIC LETTER ISAZ IS ISS I ᛁ (s) 
ᛂ 16C2 RUNIC LETTER E  
ᛃ 16C3 RUNIC LETTER JERAN J  
ᛄ 16C4 RUNIC LETTER GER  
ᛅ 16C5 RUNIC LETTER LONG-BRANCH-AR AE  
ᛆ 16C6 RUNIC LETTER SHORT-TWIG-AR A  
ᛇ 16C7 RUNIC LETTER IWAZ EOH ᛇ (a, ə) 
ᛈ 16C8 RUNIC LETTER PERTHO PEORTH P  
ᛉ 16C9 RUNIC LETTER ALGIZ EOLHX ᛉ (ich) 
ᛊ 16CA RUNIC LETTER SOWILO S ᛊ (nət) 
ᛋ 16CB RUNIC LETTER SIGEL LONG-BRANCH-SOL S  
ᛌ 16CC RUNIC LETTER SHORT-TWIG-SOL S  
ᛍ 16CD RUNIC LETTER C  
ᛎ 16CE RUNIC LETTER Z  
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ᛏ 16CF RUNIC LETTER TIWAZ TIR TYR T ᛏ (q) 
ᛐ 16D0 RUNIC LETTER SHORT-TWIG-TYR T ᛐ (k) 
ᛑ 16D1 RUNIC LETTER D  
ᛒ 16D2 RUNIC LETTER BERKANAN BEORC BJARKAN 

B ᛒ (k) 
ᛓ 16D3 RUNIC LETTER SHORT-TWIG-BJARKAN B  
ᛔ 16D4 RUNIC LETTER DONNED-P  
ᛕ 16D5 RUNIC LETTER OPEN-P  
ᛖ 16D6 RUNIC LETTER EHWAZ EH E ᛖ (lt) 
ᛗ 16D7 RUNIC LETTER MANNAZ MAN M  
ᛘ 16D8 RUNIC LETTER LONG-BRANCH-MADR M  
ᛙ 16D9 RUNIC LETTER SHORT-TWIG-MADR M  
ᛚ 16DA RUNIC LETTER LAUKAZ LAGU LOGR L ᛚ (i/ï, e) 
ᛛ 16DB RUNIC LETTER DOTTED-L  
ᛜ 16DC RUNIC LETTER INGWAZ  
ᛝ 16DD RUNIC LETTER ING  
ᛞ 16DE RUNIC LETTER DAGAZ DAEG D ᛞ (bash) 
ᛟ 16DF RUNIC LETTER OTHALAN ETHEL O ᛟ (b) 
ᛠ 16E0 RUNIC LETTER EAR  
ᛡ 16E1 RUNIC LETTER IOR  
ᛢ 16E2 RUNIC LETTER CWEORTH ᛢ (n) 
ᛣ 16E3 RUNIC LETTER CALC  
ᛤ 16E4 RUNIC LETTER CEALC  
ᛥ 16E5 RUNIC LETTER STAN  
ᛦ 16E6 RUNIC LETTER LONG-BRANCH-YR  
ᛧ 16E7 RUNIC LETTER SHORT-TWIG-YR  
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ᛨ 16E8 RUNIC LETTER ICELANDIC-YR  
ᛩ 16E9 RUNIC LETTER Q  
ᛪ 16EA RUNIC LETTER X  
᛫ 16EB RUNIC SINGLE PUNCTUATION  
᛬ 16EC RUNIC MULTIPLE PUNCTUATION ᛬ 

᛭ 16ED RUNIC CROSS PUNCTUATION  
ᛮ 16EE RUNIC ARLAUG SYMBAL  
ᛯ 16EF RUNIC TVIMADUR SYMBAL  
ᛰ 16F0 RUNIC BELGTHOR SYMBAL  

      There has been held many meetings to discuss the std Uyghur Orkhun alphabet, and 
the experts finaly made the std   Uyghur Orkhun alphabet. Uyghur Orkhun alphabet has been 
settled to include 70 letters by discussions which hold expert. There are 16 Uyghur Orkhun 
letters (they are red letters in list) which was similar to Runic script. The rest of Uyghur 
Orkhun letters, 54 letters, have not been included by ISO-10646.  

ᛇ ᛱ ᛲ A / Ə ئ┕\ئا ᙽ  ᛢ N2 ╛2

ᛚ  ᚿ E / I(Ï) ئى\ئې ᎐  ᎑ R1  ┰1

ᎈ  ᎉ O / U ئۇ\ئو ᎒ R2  ┰2

ᚶ ᎊ ᎋ Ö / Ü ئۈ\ئۆ ᙸ L1  ╓1

ᎌ Q ∣  ᙹ L2  ╓2

ᎍ  ᎎ Q ∣ ᎓ S1  ┴1

ᛏ  ᎏ Q ∣ ᛁ S2  ┴2

   K ⊿ ᛐ P پ 

ᙷ  ᛒ K   ⊿ ᎆ  ᎇ Ny ي╝ 

   G گ ᙿ  ᎀ NG  2ڭ

   Gh غ ᙺ  ᙻ M ╗ 

᎗  ᎘ T1  ┘1 ᛶ Ch    چ 

᎙ T2  ┘2 ᛉ Ch چ 

ᛷ  ᛸ D1  ┬1 ᎔ ᎕ ᎖ Sh ┸ 
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ᚷ D2  ┬2    Z ┲ 

ᛳ B1  ┐1 ᛖ Lt ┙╕ 

ᛟ ᛴ ᛵ B2  ┐2 ᎁ ᎂ ᎃ ᎄ ᎅ Nt ┙╝ 

 Y1 1ي  ᙾ  ᛊ Nch ┥╝ 

 Y2 2ي  ᛞ Bash ┸ا┒ 

ᙼ N1  ╛1  ᛬  separator 

The following table includes letter, pronunciation and code number .we want to apply 
them to ISO-10646: 

  

№ 
Uyghur Orkhun 

Alphabet 
Code Number Letter Name 

01 ᛱ 16F1 Uyghur Orkhun Letter A, Ə 

02 ᛲ 16F2 Uyghur Orkhun Letter A, Ə 

03 ᛳ 16F3 Uyghur Orkhun Letter B 

04 ᛴ 16F4 Uyghur Orkhun Letter B 

05 ᛵ 16F5 Uyghur Orkhun Letter B 

06 ᛶ 16F6 Uyghur Orkhun Letter Ch 

07 ᛷ 16F7 Uyghur Orkhun Letter D 

08 ᛸ 16F8 Uyghur Orkhun Letter D 

09  16F9 Uyghur Orkhun Letter G 

10  16FA Uyghur Orkhun Letter G 

11  16FB Uyghur Orkhun Letter Gh 

12  16FC Uyghur Orkhun Letter Gh 

13  16FD Uyghur Orkhun Letter Gh 

14  16FE Uyghur Orkhun Letter K 

15  16FF Uyghur Orkhun Letter K 

16 ᙷ 1677 Uyghur Orkhun Letter K 

17 ᙸ 1678 Uyghur Orkhun Letter L 

18 ᙹ 1679 Uyghur Orkhun Letter L 

19 ᙺ 167A Uyghur Orkhun Letter M 

20 ᙻ 167B Uyghur Orkhun Letter M 
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21 ᙼ 167C Uyghur Orkhun Letter N 

22 ᙽ 167D Uyghur Orkhun Letter N 

23 ᙾ 167E Uyghur Orkhun Letter Nch 

24 ᙿ 167F Uyghur Orkhun Letter NG 

25 ᎀ 1380 Uyghur Orkhun Letter NG 

26 ᎁ 1381 Uyghur Orkhun Letter Nt 

27 ᎂ 1382 Uyghur Orkhun Letter Nt 

28 ᎃ 1383 Uyghur Orkhun Letter Nt 

29 ᎄ 1384 Uyghur Orkhun Letter Nt 

30 ᎅ 1385 Uyghur Orkhun Letter Nt 

31 ᎆ 1386 Uyghur Orkhun Letter Ny 

32 ᎇ 1387 Uyghur Orkhun Letter Ny 

33 ᎈ 1388 Uyghur Orkhun Letter O/U 

34 ᎉ 1389 Uyghur Orkhun Letter O/U 

35 ᎊ 138A Uyghur Orkhun Letter Ö/Ü 

36 ᎋ 138B Uyghur Orkhun Letter Ö/Ü 

37 ᎌ 138C Uyghur Orkhun Letter Q 

38 ᎍ 138D Uyghur Orkhun Letter Q 

39 ᎎ 138E Uyghur Orkhun Letter Q 

40 ᎏ 138F Uyghur Orkhun Letter Q 

41 ᎐ 1390 Uyghur Orkhun Letter R 

42 ᎑ 1391 Uyghur Orkhun Letter R 

43 ᎒ 1392 Uyghur Orkhun Letter R 

44 ᎓ 1393 Uyghur Orkhun Letter S 

45 ᎔ 1394 Uyghur Orkhun Letter Sh 

46 ᎕ 1395 Uyghur Orkhun Letter Sh 

47 ᎖ 1396 Uyghur Orkhun Letter Sh 

48 ᎗ 1397 Uyghur Orkhun Letter T 

49 ᎘ 1398 Uyghur Orkhun Letter T 

50 ᎙ 1399 Uyghur Orkhun Letter T 



51  139A Uyghur Orkhun Letter Y 

52  139B Uyghur Orkhun Letter Y 

53  139C Uyghur Orkhun Letter Z 

54  139D Uyghur Orkhun Letter Z 
  
  
  

R
     There are given some materials that was used to compare Runic script to Uygur Orkhon 
letters . Those  materials shows  the Runic scripts used in North Europe include some Uygur 
Orkhon letters.   

eference: 

 
★ Orkhon alphabet 

 
The four letters express eight vowel of Orhun-Yenisy script : 

 

 
 
The reading example of words: 

             
 

 ★Kök Türk Alphabet 
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★ Hungarian Runes     
Origin 
    Hungarian runes (Székely Rovásírás) are are thought to have descended from the Uyghur 
Orkhun script (Kök Turki) used in Central Asia, though some scholars believe the Hungarian 
runes pre-date the Uyghur Orkhun script. They were used by the Székler Magyars in 
Hungary before István, the first Christian king of Hungary, ordered all pre-Christian 
writings to be destroyed. In remote parts of Transylvania however, the runes were still used 
up until the 1850s.  
Notable features 

 Hungarian Runes were usually written on sticks in boustrophedon style (alternating direction right to 
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http://www.omniglot.com/writing/orkhon.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/orkhon.htm


left then left to right).  
 The runes include separate letters for all the phonemes of Hungarian and are in this respect better 

suited to written Hungarian than the Latin alphabet.  

 
Numerals 

 

NORTH AMERICAN RUNE STONES 

Several rune stones have been found in the United States, most notably the Kensington Runestone in 
Minnesota and the Heavener Stone in Oklahoma. 

Mr. Ohman and the 
Runestone 

 

  

 

Possible Viking Routes to Minnesota from Greenland:
via the Hudson Bay and the Nelson and Red Rivers 
or via the St. Lawrence River and the Great Lakes. 

 

    The "Heavener Runestone" of Oklahoma is a slab about 12 feet high, 10 feet wide, and 16 inches thick with 
runic letters spelling out the word "Gaomedat".  
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Old-timers related that there were many more 
stones in the area, but most were destroyed by treasure 
hunters in the 1930s and 1940s. Neither of the 
Heavener Runestones Numbers Two or Three have 
enough runes to render a translatable message. In 
1967, another stone was found near Ponteau, 
Oklahoma. 

 

 
Heavener #2 

The second stone, which measured 30 by 14 inches 
and 20 inches thick, shows 12-inch, three-pronged symbol 
on a stem, the runic "R". Below it on the side surface was a 
small mark which later proved to be a "bindrune," or 
combination of two runes. This stone is called "Heavener 
Runestone Number Two. 

 
Inscription on Heavener #3 

On Heavener Three an "X," a "turkey track," and an 
arrow shape: the runes for "G," "R," and "T," respectively. 
The letters, 6 to 9 inches tall, appear in a triangular pattern 
on a stone 5 1/2 feet long. Neither of the Heavener 
Runestones Numbers Two or Three have enough runes to 
render a translatable message. 

 
Poteau Stone 

The Poteau stone, found by schoolboys in 1967, is 15 inches long. 
There are seven characters in a straight line, l 1/2 to 2 inches high. 
The runes showed very plainly because the bottom of the grooves 
were in a lighter colored layer of the stone, while the surface was 
dark. Tool marks in the grooves showed that the letters had been made 
with a punch, like the Heavener Runestone. Four of the runes are 
duplicates of those on the Heavener Runestone, and three seemed to 
be variants of others on it. From the site of the Poteau stone, the 
Heavener Runestone on the side of Poteau Mountain lies about 10 
miles to the southeast. The original sties of Heavener Runestones 
Numbers Two and Three fall in a line between them. 

    The early Norse calendar is based upon a cycle of 19 days, or Golden Numbers. The Younger Futhark was 
used to number those days. There are, of course, only 16 staves in the Younger Futhark, so three new symbols 
were devised to represent 17, 18, and 19. 

 
Yet another stone was found in Shawnee, Oklahoma. Its five runes, all from the 24-rune Elder Futhark, spells 

out "MEDOK." Medok is similar to Madoc, the name of a Welsh prince. Ancient records state that he came to 
America in the year 1170 A.D., then returned to Wales for ten shiploads of colonists which he led up the 
Mississippi River. However, the Welsh did not use third century A.D. Norse runes and the name Medok is not 
Madoc. Alf Monge studied the inscription on the Shawnee Runestone and said it was another Norse cryptopuzzle, 
giving the date November 24, 1024 A.D. 
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While agreeing that the Heavener stone bears a cryptic message, Dr. Lee 
Woodward, a Sallisaw, Oklahoma minister, believes it is a monument to Rene 
Robert Cavelier de la Salle, a French explorer, who was murdered in 1687. 
Woodward asserts that la Salle was killed in the area of Heavener, not in East 
Texas as is commonly believed. He concludes that the stone was carved by 
Gemme Hiens, whom he refers to as a "German-English linguistic and artistic 
genius who had been a companion of La Salle from 1684-1687... Hiens did 
his monument in form of a runic riddle, not wanting all to readily recognize 
what he was doing. His riddle called for identification of a 'Grandly Famous 
French Man and his dates' (G. NOM E (t) DAT(es). He then cleverly 
answered the riddle in a way which be very clearly seen at the monument (D' 
La Salle, 21 Novembre 1643-19 Mars 1687). Those are birth and death dates 
of La Salle." Dr Lee Woodward's theory is explained in his book, Secret La 
Salle Monument and Historical Marker, 

Shawnee Runestone 

The word "ALU" is a magical formula. This language was used around 600 A.D. and is the key to the new 
dating of the Oklahoma Runestones. The stones were made, according to Nielsen, between 600 and 900. Nielsen's 
essay "Early Scandinavian Incursions Into The Western States", discusses the Kensington runestone as well as the 
Heavener stone. 

   
The Spirit Pond runestones were found in Maine in 1971.  

 

 Runic alphabet    
There are a number of different versions of the Runic alphabet including: 

 Elder Futhark  
 Gothic Runes  
 Anglo-Saxon Futhorc  
 Younger Futhork  
 Hungarian Runes (Székely Rovásírás)  
 Turkic (Orkhon) Runes  
 Cirth (Tolkein's Runic-like alphabet)  
► Elder Futhark 
Elder Futhark is thought to be the oldest version of the Runic alphabet, and was used in the parts of Europe 

which were home to Germanic peoples, including Scandinavia. Other versions probably developed from it. The 
names of the letters are shown in Common Germanic, the reconstructed ancestor of all Germanic languages.  
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http://www.lasallemonument.com/home.htm
http://www.lasallemonument.com/home.htm
http://www.atc.tec.mn.us/runestone/OnlineBooks.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/hungarian_runes.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/orkhon.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/cirth.htm


 
Notes 

The letter k is also called kēnaz (torch) or kanō (skiff). The meaning of the letter name perþ is unknown.  
► Gothic runes 

Gothic, an extinct east Germanic language, was originally written with a Runic alphabet about 
which little is known. One theory of the origins of runes is that they were invented by the Goths, but 
this is impossible to prove as very few inscriptions of writing in Gothic runes survive. These runes 
were replaced with a new alphabet in the 4th century AD.  

 

 
► Anglo-Saxon Futhorc 

A number of extra letters were added to the Runic alphabet to write Anglo-Saxon/Old English. 
Runes were probably bought to Britain in the 5th century by the Angles, Saxons, Jutes and Frisians 
(collectively known as the Anglo-Saxons), and were used until about the 11th century.  
Runic inscriptions are mostly found on jewellery, weapons, stones and other objects. Very few 
examples of Runic writing on manuscripts have survived.  
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http://www.omniglot.com/writing/gothic.htm


► Younger Futhork 
Younger Futhork or "Normal Runes" gradually evolved Elder Futhark over a period of many 

years and stabilized by about 800 A.D., the beginning of the Viking Age. It was the main alphabet in 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark throughout the Viking Age, but was largely though not completely 
replaced by the Latin alphabet by about 1200 as a result of the conversion of most of Scandinavia to 
Christianity.  

Three slightly different versions of the alphabet developed in Denmark, Sweden and Norway:  
► Danish Futhark 

 
► Swedish-Norwegian / Short-twig / Rök Runes 

 
► Norwegian Futhark 

 
 
► Gothenburg / Bohuslän Runes 

 
 
► Medieval (Latinised) Futhark 
After the arrival of Christianity in Scandinaiva, the Runic alphabet was Latinised and was used occasionlly, 
mainly for decoration until 1850.  

 
Thanks to Niklas Dougherty for some of the information on this page. 
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