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The UK welcomes the proposal to encode the Tangut script, and wishes to express its appreciation to Dr. Richard
Cook for a detailed and well thought out proposal.

However, it is important that a proposal of this magnitude is carefully reviewed by experts in the field of Tangut
studies, and that there is broad consensus on the character repertoire and ordering. We have been in contact
with a number of Tangut scholars, and whilst we have had some positive feedback, we have been told that more
time is required to thoroughly review the proposal and check all of the nearly 6,000 proposed characters. We
would therefore not wish to see the proposal added to an amendment at this stage.

One issue in particular that has been raised is the question of Tangut radicals. Almost all the modern Tangut
dictionaries include a radical-based index of Tangut characters. Some examples are appended to this document:

e Appendix A : Table of 357 radicals used in Li Fanwen's Xia-Han Zidian X 7% 7- L (Beijing, 1997)
e Appendix B : Table of 444 radicals used in Wenhai Yanjiu LT (Beijing, 1983)
e Appendix C : Table of 329 radicals used in Tatsuo Nishida's Seikabun Kojiten 745 /N7t (Tokyo, 1964)

We believe that it is essential that the Tangut proposal includes a set of radicals, so that radical indices such as
these can be represented in electronic text. Note that unlike Han radicals, the majority of Tangut radicals
defined in these dictionaries do not exist as free-form characters and so cannot be represented unless they are
separately encoded. The actual radical scheme used varies from author to author, so we strongly recommend
that the set of Tangut radical characters encoded is a superset of all the radicals used in the various dictionaries.

Furthermore, in addition to the actual radicals used in dictionaries there are a relatively small number of other
recurring elements found in Tangut characters that it would be advisable to encode (these mostly occur as the
right hand side component of characters, but have not been used as radicals in dictionaries as most Tangut
radicals are artificially chosen from the topmost or left side component of a character). It would be very useful
to encode all component elements used in Tangut characters, not just those used as radicals, for use in
discussion of the composition of Tangut characters (something that is very important to scholars of the Tangut
script) and for use in component-based input methods for the Tangut script.
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Finally, we would like the proposal to address Tangut character strokes. Most Tangut strokes are the same as
strokes used for Han ideographs, but there may be some strokes peculiar to Tangut that it would be beneficial to
encode (we suggest adding any such strokes to the space at the end of the CJK Strokes block, 31E4..31EF). For
example, Li Fanwen's Tangut-Chinese Dictionary shows 24 basic strokes:

ERFRE

AR I ¥ BB

1 | — - v R B MABETH

2 |~ »~ |RRAR | HAM

3 . v LB KR BRE |

4 | % § e | HCRCEW| WERXHBE %

5 |1 1 = |HOHEE|—INF=f HF_E=F

6 |t - o R EENE

7 F ¢ R A JE | — S R S AR I £
Al 8 |7~ % A A WS A RAR S
Wi 9 v W% % CH R BTN ST
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Appendix A : Table of radicals used in Li Fanwen's Xia-Han Zidian 3 7% 7- L (Beijing, 1997)
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Appendix B : Table of radicals used in Wenhai Yanjiu SCEFFSY, (Beijing, 1983)
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Appendix C : Table of radicals used in Tatsuo Nishida's Seikabun Kojiten 745 /N T- 1L (Tokyo, 1964)
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