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1 Introduction

This document provides a brief description of the historical Bhujinmol script, discusses encoding require-
ments, and provides a few specimens. The script was used between the 12–17 centuries  in the region
that now encompasses parts of Nepal and northern parts of the states of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar in India.
It is attested in a limited number of manuscripts and inscriptions. It is currently known as ‘Bhujinmol’
(भु जंमोल bhujiṃmol), a term from the Newar language meaning “fly-headed”, which refers to the shape of
the headstroke used in the script.

2 Structure

Bhujinmol is an alphasyllabic script based upon the Brahmi model and is written from left-to-right. It is
structurally similar to the Newar script that has been proposed for encoding (N4184 L2/12-003). As in
the Newar script, certain vowel signs are written using contextual forms when they combine with certain
consonant letters. These contextual forms modify the head-strokes of consonants. The behavior of these
vowel signs is identical to the ‘wavy-headed’ forms used in the Newar script and they occur with the same
set of consonants in both scripts.

3 Character Repertoire

The character repertoire of Bhujinmol corresponds to that of theNewar script. Bhujinmol appears graphically
distinct from the ‘prachalit’ or ‘current’ Newar script on account of its headstroke: the headstrokes of Newar
letters are flat, while the Bhujinmol letters have curved or hooked headstrokes. A comparison of glyphs
reveals a nearly identical structure for the letterforms of the two scripts. Distinctive letters in Bhujinmol
are    ,    , , , , . Also distinctive are the
representations of the consonant conjuncts kṣa and jña. See figures 7–10 for comparisons.

4 Considerations for Encoding

The method of representing Bhujinmol in the UCS depends upon whether it is to be considered a stylistic
variant of the Newar script or an independent script.

Bhujinmolmay be considered one of seven documented styles of the Newar script. All of the stylistic variants
are structurally and graphically related. They are distinguished primarily by the shape of their headstrokes
and they are named according to theNewar terms for these shapes., with all names ending in -mol “head”. The
’Prachalit’ form of the Newar script is itself based upon the ‘Pachumol’ or “flat-headed” style. If Bhujinmol
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is to be considered a ‘style’ of script, then it may be unified with the Newar script. Unification offers users
the benefit of using a single script block for both the ’Bhujinmol’ and ’Prachalit’ styles of Newar. The same
text may be displayed in either of these styles through font selection.

On the other hand, Bhujinmol may be considered a separate script for purposes of encoding if there is a need
to represent it distinctively in plain text. The case is similar to other scripts that are classified as a ‘style’
of another. Given that there are several records written in Bhujinmol, it may be necessary to represent the
script in plain text.

5 References

Faulmann, Carl. 1880. Das Buch der Schrift: Enthaltend die Schriftzeichen und Alphabete aller Zeiten
und aller Völker der Erdkreises. Zweite Vermehrte und verbesserte Auflage. Wein: Der Kaiserlich-
Königlichen Hof- und Staatsdruckerei.

राजवंशी, श करमान [Rajavanshi, Shankarman].  2010 [1953]. ाचीन िलिप वणमाला [Prācīna lipi varṇamālā].
पुरात व काशन माला — ३. काठमा डौ: पुरात व र सं कृित िवभाग, ी ५ को सरकार.

———.  2017 [1960]. ाचीन िलिप िवकास [Prācīna lipi vikāsa]. पुरात व काशन माला — ४. काठमा डौ:
पुरात व र सं कृित िवभाग, ी ५ को सरकार.

———. 1974. “नेपाली िलिपिवकास— अ र तथा िल पवणन” [“The Evolution of Devanagari Script”]. Kailash
– A Journal of Himalayan Studies, vol. 2, nos 1 and 2, pp. 23–120. http://himalaya.socanth.cam.
ac.uk/collections/journals/kailash/pdf/kailash_02_0102_03.pdf

रे मी, दनेशच [Regmi, Dineshcandra].  2060 [2003] . पुरालेखन र अिभलेख (Palaeography and Epigraphy).
Kathmandu: Himalaya Book Stall.

शा यवंश, हमेराज [Shakyavansha, Hemraj].  2031 [1974]. नेपाल िलिप- काश [Nepala Lipi-Prakāśa]. काठमाडौ:
नेपाल राजक य ा- ित ान.

———.  2042 [1985]. नेपाल िलिप सं ह [Nepāla Lipi Saṃgraha] – Nepalese Alphabet. 7th ed. of 1953
original printed by Mānadāsa Sugatadāsa. Kathmandu: Vasantarāja Tulādhara

2



Introducing the Bhujinmol Script Anshuman Pandey

Fi
gu
re
1:

Fo
lio

so
ft
he

D
ev
īm

āh
āt
m
ya

w
rit
te
n
in
B
hu
jin

m
ol
.

3



Introducing the Bhujinmol Script Anshuman Pandey

Figure 2: A chart of the Bhujinmol script (from Shakyavansha 1974: 45).
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Figure 3: Examples of Bhujinmol conjuncts (from Shakyavansha 1974: 46).
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Figure 4: Examples of Bhujinmol consonants and conjuncts with contextual forms of vowel signs
(from Shakyavansha 1974: 47).
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Figure 5: Transcription of an inscription in Bhujinmol (from Shakyavansha 1974: 48).
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Figure 6: A chart of the Bhujinmol script (from Shakyavansha 1985: 22–23).
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Figure 7: Comparison of letters  to  of Newar, Ranjana, Bhujinmol, etc. (from Government
of Nepal 1962).
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Figure 8: Comparison of letters  to  of Newar, Ranjana, Bhujinmol, etc. (from Government
of Nepal 1962).
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Figure 9: Comparison of letters  to  of Newar, Ranjana, Bhujinmol, etc. (from Government
of Nepal 1962).
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Figure 10: Comparison of letters  and some ligatures of Newar, Ranjana, Bhujinmol, etc. (from
Government of Nepal 1962).
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Figure 12: Vowel and consonant letters of Bhujinmol (‘Bandžin-Mola’) compared with the Kaithi
(‘Kaiti-Nagari’) and Ranjana (‘Randža’) scripts (from Faulmann 1880: 136).
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