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WG2N4542 proposed to encode 5 more BIRGAs in Mongolian block of
UCS (from U+181A through U+181E). China expressed different opinion
in WG2N4547 and SC 2 N 4340 (ISO/IEC 10646 (Ed.4)/PDAM 2).

Below is a letter from Prof. Quejingzhabu of Inner Mongolia University
to the authors of WG2N4542. It was sent to one of the authors of
WG2N4542 on 12 Aug. 2014.

The letter explained why more BIRGASs were not necessary and proposed
another method of meeting the demands.
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Inputing the Birga (U+1800) + ZWJ (U+200D) is not an ideal way of implementing the 989,
so we should modify it. This needs to be discussed and developed.
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According to our further investigation into the Birga of the Mongolian Script, there are at
least 14 forms. They appear in the Todo Mongolian and traditional Mongolian literature.
These 14 variants are base forms. There are more stylistic forms beyond the 14 variants. One
thought of encoding is to place all of the 14 variants on line 181* as individual code-points.
But it is not possible to encode them all there.
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We think that all of the Birga variants are not the same character. To determine whether a
Birga deserves an individual encoding we need to look at its function. According to our
investigation, each of the 14 forms carries unique sets of functionality. Functions may
include indicating the head of the article or page. In manuscript revision, the birga also
indicates whether the article is the original or has actually been revised. It may also indicate

an opening paragraph. The functions will vary between Todo and Mongolian with a greater
variety of function on the side of the Todo usage.
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Names like “Birga one”, “Birga two”, ... “Birga nine” could be an option for naming the
variants. There are no intuitive methods to naming the variants. In the early of Mongolian
Script usage, we find no descriptive discussion regarding nomenclature. They are not

assigned names throughout history, so it is not appropriate and may not be accepted by the
public to give individual names to each birga.
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We are drafting a report suggesting the use of variation selectors (FE00-FEOF)" in the
Mongolian Encoding as below.

EHETRY: 24K (BRIA) Times New Roman, 10.5 %, £ )
ZxZFh=z{A: Times New Roman, 10.5 %%, J0¥E
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Hope to further exchange views.
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