     Mr. Zhang Zhoucai                            24 July, 1990

     Secretary General

     ACCC

     Beijing 100044, P.R.China

     Dear Mr. Zhang,

     Thank you for you fax message dated 23 July, 1990 in which you

     requested additional information about WG2 request to China to supply

     "character set information" as mentioned in paper WG2 633.  You also

     inquired about the depth of detail that WG2 needs and expressed concern

     that the deadline that WG2 set is very tight.

     Here are some guidelines that can help you, which in turn help WG2, to

     ensure the inclusion of Chinese ideographs/characters into the first

     edition of ISO 10646.

     1.   WG2 fully supports the inclusion, by reference, a Chinese national

     standard.

     2.   WG2 plans ONLY to reference a Chinese standard.  WG2 does not plan

     to specify the character set layout, the character cardinality, the

     levels and the ordering principle.

     3.   If China is in the process of defining a consolidated new Chinese

     National Standard that covers the world-wide Chinese language

     requirements then WG2 would reference this yet to be consolidated new

     standard.

     4.   To include the new consolidated standard as part of the IS, WG2

     requests that the detailed definition of this standard (content, layout,

     levels, cardinality and ordering) must be completed by 31 May, 1991

     before the DIS voting terminates.  The DIS comments from China must

     include these details.

     5.   WG2 must know by 10 September the following:

          -    The new reference number;  this means DIS 10646 will not

               refer to GB 2312-1980 as it currently does in 2nd DP 10646.

          -    A general description as to the content of the newly

               consolidated Chinese character set standard.  It must

               specify which current Chinese character set standards it

               replaces.

          -    A clear indication of unequivocal support for the new

               consolidated standard from the Chinese national body of SC2.

     I hope the above guidelines, clarify the needs of WG2 from the Chinese

     National member body to SC2.  If you need further clarification, please

     contact me ASAP and if you cannot reach me please contact directly our

     Editor, Mr. Masami Hasegawa in Japan.

     I strongly encourage you to actively participate in the WG2 meeting in

     Munich which is planned for mid September 1990.  Your presence there,

     with your associates from the Chinese member body, will give a lot of

     credence to your plans and commitments.

     Best regards,

     Mike KSAR

     WG2 Convenor

     PS:  I will be out of the office until 21 August;  you can leave me

     a voice mail message at my phone in Palo Alto and will try to respond

     to you.

     PS 2:  I tried to contact Mr. J.K. Choi of Korea but have not been

     successful.  I encourage you to contact him directly if you can.
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