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     In a liaison letter from ISO/TC46/SC4/WG1 to ISO-IEC/JTC1/SC2/WG2

     (document SC2/WG2 N 570) concerns were raised on some aspects of the

     draft for the Multiple-Octet Coded Character Set, now called the

     Universal Coded Character Set, (ISO 10646).  This reply addresses

     comment 1 regarding the the need for so-called floating diacritical

     marks in the future standard.

     WG2 believes that this requirement stated by TC46/SC4/WG1 can be met

     without the inclusion of such special diacritical marks and by using

     the facilities and the coded graphic characters already provided in DIS

     ISO 10646.  In WG2's view there is no need to include in the future

     standard an extra set of graphic characters with a special meaning or

     property, besides the fact that such an inclusion would violate some of

     the ground rules on which the design of DIS ISO 10646 was based:  No

     duplicate coding of the same graphic character, the same number of

     octets for the coded representation of all graphic characters, etc.

     DIS ISO 10646 states in Annex D "Classes of graphic characters",

     section D.10 'Bibliographic characters':

     "...Other standards may specify techniques for combining together the

     graphic characters provided in this coded character set."

     In an appropriate standard TC46 could, for example, determine the

     particular diacritical marks coded in DIS 10646 which, in a

     bibliographic application, are permitted to precede the coded

     representations of letters and where the two successive coded

     representations are considered to represent certain letters with

     diacritical marks.  For processing purposes in an environment where a

     fixed number of octets is required to represent all graphic characters

     the sequences of coded representations of two graphic characters can be

     transformed into the :"standard" representations provided in DIS 10646

     for the single graphic character intended.  Thus both environments can

     be satisfied, the bibliographic one and the processing-oriented one.

     The standard describing the application-oriented use of the coded

     graphic characters of ISO 10646 in a bibliographic environment should

     also prescribe whether the coded representation of a diacritical mark

     is to precede or to follow that of a letter.  As there are different

     methods in use it would be presumptuous for DIS ISO 10646 to specify

     or even to recommend a certain one.

     If the above described solution would be acceptable to TC46 it should

     be no problem to extend or rewrite Annex D of ISO 10646 and include the

     appropriate information in it.



