Figure 14. Table of Aramaic figures for the 1000s. Forms attested in fifth century BCE papyri from
Elephantine are given in black. Taken from Ifrah 2000.

Papyrus du Vatican

5 9IS BB BSYWWAW = - KA)A R)AD fLv
bpy - ~m Ty A vy vyt Akey ¥5 Ayl
I5 19090V - A%KG) 95 3oMGY -5 KORL DAm - Ay
S 990N 95 13998 poYaSt 9D GG T 09
1929 95 SAWIRE < 9@l - RpAYY ppI§ B

NI =~= WY -Ly RRRE S

Figure 15. Typeset Aramaic text including numbers, taken from the Imprimerie Nationale 1990.
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Armazi Project: The Bllingual Inscription from Armazi (1st century A.D.)

~(Q- Google

Griechischer / Greek Text

CHPAIIEITICZHOYAXOY
TOYNEQTEPOYIIITIAZEOY
OYTATHPIIOYTIAIKIOY ATPITITTATIITIT

"(Hier liegt) Sérapitis, die Tochter
des Zeéwaches, des Vize-Pitiaxes (7),

(und) Gattin des Iodmanganés,
ASOYYIOYIQAMANTANOYTYNH Sohnes des Pitiaxés Publicius Agrippa,
TOYTIIOAAACNEIKACIIOTHCANTOC des vielfach siegreichen
EINITPONIOYBACIAEQCIBHPQN  FToKur(ors des groien Konigs o
METAAOYEHOAPNOYTOYAIIE X epharmugos; sie verstarb
AANENEQTEPAETONKA im jugendlichen Alter von 21 Jahren,
HTICTOKAAAOCAMEIMHTON mit unvergleichlicher Schonheit
EIXE begabt."

o

Aramadischer / Aramaic Text

‘nh 8 tpyt briy. zy . TIM2LEYD NI
zywh qlyl bth¥ zy prsman MDA T enva »hp mn
mlk 'ntt zy ywdmngn wnsyh X 12T T NN 19N
wkbyr 'rwst *byd™rb 21 NTIY.NDI1IN 1A
trbs zy hsyprnwg mlk bry M2 179N A9'PRT Yan
zy 'gryp rb trbs zy TYIINAI AN T
prsmn mik hblhblyk m’~ -~ Nn 2arfaan 190 1ppia
zy praws 1” gmyr whkyn OMMANY pa
tb-wipyr yhwh hyk zy br 12T 7N N 1aen
yn§ 1’ dm’ yhwh mn m MM YNRTRY PN
tbwt wm’ytyn bint 21 N2 Mwa PN'RR Mav

Figure 16. The Bilingual Inscription from Armazi (1. century A.D.), from the Fundamentals of an
Electronic Documentationof Caucasian Languages and Cultures project. This image is from
http://armazi.uni-frankfurt.de/armazibl.htm#bilingva. Professor Jost Gippert states of this:
“I used both a Roman transliteration and a transliteration in Hebrew characters BECAUSE no Aramaic
encoding has been available so far.”
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Figure 17. Manuscript TAD C1.1: 697 P13446F recto; Ahiqar col. 11; Accounts F recto cols. 1-3, held in
the Staatliche Museen, Berlin. Photograph by Bruce Zuckerman and Kenneth Zuckerman, courtesy of
West Semitic Research, Rolling Hills Estates, California. Pictured is the IMPERIAL ARAMAIC SECTION SIGN.

J,,m% as0 vy PN

%r"’ . r" hLl\sa
w Lyl e p (T T

l..'n

Y

Figure 18. Transcr1pt1on of the text above showing the IMPERIAL ARAMAIC SECTION SIGN.
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Michael Everson

1084

1085

Row 108: IMPERIAL ARAMAIC

Name

N

S | & | S

- ¢ <« |J

Q| 2

€ & |~ & — |~

IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER ALEPH
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER BETH
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER GIMEL
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER DALETH
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER HE
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER WAW
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER ZAYIN
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER HETH
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER TETH
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER YODH
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER KAPH
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER LAMEDH
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER MEM
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER NUN
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER SAMEKH
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER AYIN
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER PE
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER SADHE
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER QOPH
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER RESH
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER SHIN
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC LETTER TAW
(This position shall not be used)
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC SECTION SIGN
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC NUMBER ONE
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC NUMBER TWO
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC NUMBER THREE
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC NUMBER TEN
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC NUMBER TWENTY

IMPERIAL ARAMAIC NUMBER ONE HUNDRED
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC NUMBER ONE THOUSAND
IMPERIAL ARAMAIC NUMBER TEN THOUSAND

Proposal for encoding Imperial Aramaic in the UCS
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A. Administrative

1. Title

Preliminary proposal for encoding the Imperial Aramaic script in the SMP of the UCS2.
Requester’s name

UC Berkeley Script Encoding Initiative (Universal Scripts Project); Author: Michael Everson.
3. Requester type (Member body/Liaison/Individual contribution)

Liaison contribution.

4. Submission date

2007-08-25

5. Requester’s reference (if applicable)

6. Choose one of the following:

6a. This is a complete proposal

No.

6b. More information will be provided later

Yes.

B. Technical — General

1. Choose one of the following:

la. This proposal is for a new script (set of characters)

Yes.

1b. Proposed name of script

Imperial Aramaic.

1c. The proposal is for addition of character(s) to an existing block

No.

1d. Name of the existing block

2. Number of characters in proposal

31.

3. Proposed category (A-Contemporary; B.1-Specialized (small collection); B.2-Specialized (large collection); C-Major extinct; D-
Attested extinct; E-Minor extinct; F-Archaic Hieroglyphic or Ideographic; G-Obscure or questionable usage symbols)

Category C.

4a. Is a repertoire including character names provided?

Yes.

4b. If YES, are the names in accordance with the “character naming guidelines” in Annex L of P&P document?

Yes.

4c. Are the character shapes attached in a legible form suitable for review?

Yes.

5a. Who will provide the appropriate computerized font (ordered preference: True Type, or PostScript format) for publishing the
standard?

Michael Everson.

5b. If available now, identify source(s) for the font (include address, e-mail, ftp-site, etc.) and indicate the tools used:

Michael Everson, Fontographer.

6a. Are references (to other character sets, dictionaries, descriptive texts etc.) provided?

Yes.

6b. Are published examples of use (such as samples from newspapers, magazines, or other sources) of proposed characters attached?
Yes.

7. Does the proposal address other aspects of character data processing (if applicable) such as input, presentation, sorting, searching,
indexing, transliteration etc. (if yes please enclose information)?

Yes.

8. Submitters are invited to provide any additional information about Properties of the proposed Character(s) or Script that will assist
in correct understanding of and correct linguistic processing of the proposed character(s) or script. Examples of such properties are:
Casing information, Numeric information, Currency information, Display behaviour information such as line breaks, widths etc.,
Combining behaviour, Spacing behaviour, Directional behaviour, Default Collation behaviour, relevance in Mark Up contexts,
Compatibility equivalence and other Unicode normalization related information. See the Unicode standard at http://www.unicode.org
for such information on other scripts. Also see Unicode Character Database
http://www .unicode.org/Public/UNIDATA/UnicodeCharacterDatabase.html and associated Unicode Technical Reports for information
needed for consideration by the Unicode Technical Committee for inclusion in the Unicode Standard.

See above.

C. Technical - Justification

1. Has this proposal for addition of character(s) been submitted before? If YES, explain.

No.

2a. Has contact been made to members of the user community (for example: National Body, user groups of the script or characters,
other experts, etc.)?

Yes.

2b. If YES, with whom?

Jost Gippert.

2c. If YES, available relevant documents

3. Information on the user community for the proposed characters (for example: size, demographics, information technology use, or
publishing use) is included?
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Semiticists and other scholars.

4a. The context of use for the proposed characters (type of use; common or rare)

Historical use.

4b. Reference

5a. Are the proposed characters in current use by the user community?

Yes.

5b. If YES, where?

Scholarly publications.

6a. After giving due considerations to the principles in the P&P document must the proposed characters be entirely in the BMP?
No.

6b. If YES, is a rationale provided?

6¢. If YES, reference

7. Should the proposed characters be kept together in a contiguous range (rather than being scattered)?

Yes.

8a. Can any of the proposed characters be considered a presentation form of an existing character or character sequence?
No.

8b. If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?

8c. If YES, reference

9a. Can any of the proposed characters be encoded using a composed character sequence of either existing characters or other proposed
characters?

No.

9b. If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?

9c. If YES, reference

10a. Can any of the proposed character(s) be considered to be similar (in appearance or function) to an existing character?
No.

10b. If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?

10c. If YES, reference

11a. Does the proposal include use of combining characters and/or use of composite sequences (see clauses 4.12 and 4.14 in ISO/IEC
10646-1: 2000)?

No.

11b. If YES, is a rationale for such use provided?

11c. If YES, reference

11d. Is a list of composite sequences and their corresponding glyph images (graphic symbols) provided?

No.

11e. If YES, reference

12a. Does the proposal contain characters with any special properties such as control function or similar semantics?
No.

12b. If YES, describe in detail (include attachment if necessary)

13a. Does the proposal contain any Ideographic compatibility character(s)?

No.

13b. If YES, is the equivalent corresponding unified ideographic character(s) identified?
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