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1 Introduction

There is a script called ‘Magar Akkha’ or ’Magar Akkha Rika’ that is reported to be in use by the Magar
community in Nepal. It is used for writing the Magar language, which has eastern (ISO 639-3: mpg) and
western (ISO 639-3: mrd) dialects. Devanagari is the regular script for writing Magar.

There are questions about the origins of Magar Akkha. George van Driem offers that some writers from the
Magar community make the “claim that the Brāhmī script is the original ancient script of the Magars” (van
Driem 2001: 780). Magar Akkha is essentially an appropriation of Brahmi in the guise of a new name. The
consonants, vowels, and vowel signs are nearly identical to Brahmi, with a few minor variations. Consonant
conjuncts are the same as in Brahmi. The greatest difference between the two are observed in the shapes of
the digits.

Until additional research provides information that clearly differentiates it from Brahmi, Magar Akkha
should be considered a variant of the latter and unified with it.
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Figure 1: Inner cover showing text in Devanagari and Magar Akkha (from Thapa Magar 2049).
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Figure 2: Consonant and vowel letters of Magar Akkha (from Thapa Magar 2049: 53).

3



Introducing the Magar Akkha Script Anshuman Pandey

Figure 3: Vowel signs of Magar Akkha (from Thapa Magar 2049: 54).
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Figure 4: Consonant-vowel combinations in Magar Akkha (from Thapa Magar 2049: 55).
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Figure 5: Consonant-vowel combinations in Magar Akkha (from Thapa Magar 2049: 56).
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Figure 6: Formation of consonant conjuncts in Magar Akkha (from Thapa Magar 2049: 58).
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Figure 7: Digits of Magar Akkha (from Thapa Magar 2049: 63).
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Figure 8: Sample text in Magar Akkha with Devanagari glosses (from Thapa Magar 2049: 60).

9



Introducing the Magar Akkha Script Anshuman Pandey

Figure 9: A description of the Akkha script (from Subba 2008: 95–97).
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Figure 10: The Magar Akkha script (from “Duman blog” 2010).
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Figure 11: Hand-written chart of the Magar script (from ‘Gorkhatimes’ 2009).
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