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1 Introduction

There is a script called ‘Magar Akkha’ or "Magar Akkha Rika’ that is reported to be in use by the Magar
community in Nepal. It is used for writing the Magar language, which has eastern (ISO 639-3: mpg) and
western (ISO 639-3: mrd) dialects. Devanagari is the regular script for writing Magar.

There are questions about the origins of Magar Akkha. George van Driem offers that some writers from the
Magar community make the “claim that the Brahmt script is the original ancient script of the Magars” (van
Driem 2001: 780). Magar Akkha is essentially an appropriation of Brahmi in the guise of a new name. The
consonants, vowels, and vowel signs are nearly identical to Brahmi, with a few minor variations. Consonant
conjuncts are the same as in Brahmi. The greatest difference between the two are observed in the shapes of
the digits.

Until additional research provides information that clearly differentiates it from Brahmi, Magar Akkha
should be considered a variant of the latter and unified with it.
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Figure 1: Inner cover showing text in Devanagari and Magar Akkha (from Thapa Magar 2049).
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Figure 2: Consonant and vowel letters of Magar Akkha (from Thapa Magar 2049: 53).
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Figure 3: Vowel signs of Magar Akkha (from Thapa Magar 2049: 54).
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Figure 4. Consonant-vowel combinations in Magar Akkha (from Thapa Magar 2049: 55).
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Figure 5: Consonant-vowel combinations in Magar Akkha (from Thapa Magar 2049: 56).
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Figure 6: Formation of consonant conjuncts in Magar Akkha (from Thapa Magar 2049: 58).
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Figure 7: Digits of Magar Akkha (from Thapa Magar 2049: 63).
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Figure 8: Sample text in Magar Akkha with Devanagari glosses (from Thapa Magar 2049: 60).
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7.7 Akkha or Akkharika Script of Magars:
The Magar language is written in Akkha script and is being
taught in the schools upto the primary level in Sikkim since its

recognition as one of the official languages of the State in 1997.
The script seems to have been developed from the early Brahmi
script since the form of the letters is the same as that of the first to
fourth century Brahmi. Most probably, the script was developed in

the 1% 7 n b %
century

during the R T e e i

reign  of o o € P

Mukundal|™™® Qe ha we -

Sen (1100] € 0 < 9 4

AD.), a|<® L3l g g il
powerful| b & 0 A 0 S
Magar king |@% w3 Rl el LU
of Palpa and| L s | d 1l A
Botwal, who |@me e ik T =g E
invaded| A T o L A 9
Nepal Valley | arg w® & ;: = w®
with a large

number of mounted troops and subdued Hari Deva, the son of
Rama Singha Deva , the last king of Karnataki Dynasty of Nepal.
The principal seat of the Magars covered most of the central and
lower parts of the mountains between the Jingruk (Rapti of
Gorakhpur) and Marsiangdi rivers. They have resided in Palpa
since time immemorial. However, there is no mention of any Magar
script being developed and propagated by any of the Magar kings
of Palpa and Botwal in any historical records (Vansittart E.1896:
17). Perhaps, owing to the geographical position of the tract of
the country inhabited by the Magars, they were the first to receive
immigrants from the plains of India and thus they never felt
necessity to develop or propagate their own Akkha script.
However, it is yet to be ascertained who, where and when the
script was developed.

The script has 6 vowels (a, i, ii, u, uu, eh), 6 Semi-vowels
(syha, hayha, syha, lyha, yyha, nyha), 10 vowel signs (aa, ¢, ee, u,
uy, 1, i1, 0, 00, a:) and 20 consonants - 5 Velar (kyah, khayha,
gyaha, ghyaha, nyaha), 4 Palatal (chyaha, chhyaha, dzyaha, yaha),

5 Retroflex (ttyaha, thyaha, dhyaha, dhhyaha, nyaha), and 6 Bi-
labial (pyaha, phyaha, byaha, bhyaha, bbyaha, myaha) (Alle,

Santosh, 2003:170-179; Thapa, Y.B. in Lipi Sangalo (ed) by
Limboo, R.B. 1998:69-89).

Figure 9: A description of the Akkha script (from Subba 2008: 95-97).
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Figure 10: The Magar Akkha script (from “Duman blog” 2010).
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Figure 11: Hand-written chart of the Magar script (from ‘Gorkhatimes’ 2009).



